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Vacation Bible School 
 

Camp 
E.D.G.E. 
Experience  

and Discover  
God Everywhere 

 

June 15-19 
 

Children age 3 years through 5th graders are invited 
to join us for a week of fun at Camp EDGE!  Vacation 
Bible School hours are 9 a.m. until 12 noon.  Register 
at the Welcome Center at the church, by calling the 

church office or by completing the registration form on 
the church website (www.saralandumc.org) .   

For more information, call 675-2728. 

Senior Adult 
BBQ Luncheon 

 

Thursday, July 2 
11:30 a.m. 

 

COST:  $3 per person 
 

We will join in some patriotic singing 
and then hear from speaker Phillip S. 
Brown, Certified Financial Planner.  
Mr. Brown will 

present a program 
titled “Veteran’s 

Aid and Attendance 
Benefits” that will 
inform us about 

benefits for veter-
ans and widows of 

veterans. 
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End of the  Year Celebration –  
Beginning of the Year Challenge 
 

I wish everyone could have been part of 
the 2nd Annual End of the Year Celebra-
tion that was  held Wednesday night 
May 27th. The food was delicious, the 
atmosphere was exciting, and the pro-
gram was inspiring as we recognized 
many who have contributed to a suc-
cessful year of ministry. It was especially 
fun to award the first Basin and Towel 
Award for outstanding Christ-like service 
to Tonya Pritchett. My favorite part of the 
night, however, was recognizing the 26 
new members who joined  our church 
over the past 12 months and got to hear 
some of their testimonies. I was moved 
to hear how God worked to bring won-
derful people into our congregation and 
how our congregation responded to wel-
come them in. At the close of the night I 
read a poem entitled I Stand by the Door 
by Samuel Shoemaker which reminds 
me how important it is that we never for-
get to help people find their way to God. 
I have printed the poem below. I hope 
you will prayerfully read it and ask God 
to help you stand by the door so that at 
our next End of the Year Celebration we 
will recognize many more people who 
have found their home with God through 
the ministry of our church. 
 
Love in Christ, 

 
 

Rob 
 
 

I Stand by the Door 
By Sam Shoemaker 
 

I stand by the door. 
I neither go too far in, nor stay too far out. 
The door is the most important door in the  
 world - 
It is the door through which men walk when  
 they find God. 
There is no use my going way inside and 
 staying there, 
When so many are still outside and they, as 
 much as I, 
Crave to know where the door is. 
And all that so many ever find 
Is only the wall where the door ought to be. 
They creep along the wall like blind men, 

With outstretched, groping hands, 
Feeling for a door, knowing there must be 
 a door, 
Yet they never find it. 
So I stand by the door. 
 
The most tremendous thing in the world 
Is for men to find that door - the door to 
 God. 
The most important thing that any man  
 can do 
Is to take hold of one of those blind,  
 groping hands 
And put it on the latch - the latch that only 
 clicks 
And opens to the man's own touch. 
 
Men die outside the door, as starving  
 beggars die 
On cold nights in cruel cities in the dead of 
 winter. 
Die for want of what is within their grasp. 
They live on the other side of it - live be-
 cause they have not found it. 
 
Nothing else matters compared to helping 
 them find it, 
And open it, and walk in, and find Him. 
So I stand by the door. 
 
Go in great saints; go all the way in - 
Go way down into the cavernous cellars, 
And way up into the spacious attics. 
It is a vast, roomy house, this house where 
 God is. 
Go into the deepest of hidden casements, 
Of withdrawal, of silence, of sainthood. 
Some must inhabit those inner rooms 
And know the depths and heights of God, 
And call outside to the rest of us how  
 wonderful it is. 
Sometimes I take a deeper look in. 
Sometimes venture in a little farther, 
But my place seems closer to the opening. 
So I stand by the door. 
 
There is another reason why I stand there. 
Some people get part way in and become 
 afraid 
Lest God and the zeal of His house devour 
 them; 
For God is so very great and asks all of us. 
And these people feel a cosmic claustro- 
 phobia 
And want to get out. 'Let me out!' they cry. 
And the people way inside only terrify them  
 more. 
Somebody must be by the door to tell them  
 that they are spoiled. 
For the old life, they have seen too much: 

(Continued on page 2) 

A P
UB

LI
CA

TI
ON

 O
F S

AR
AL

AN
D U

NI
TE

D M
ET

HO
DI

ST
 C

HU
RC

H 



Th
e C

or
ne

rs
to

ne
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

Pa
ge

 2
 

 

 

We at Saraland UMC believe that one of God’s intentions for 
every Disciple is to grow to be more like Christ.  A great way to do 

that is to be a part of a Grow Group.  At our church there are 
three different types of Grow Groups: Sunday School Classes, 

Community Groups, and Bible Studies.  One Grow Group will be 
in the “spotlight” during each 2009 issue of The Cornerstone . 

 

 The Know Your Bible Sunday School 
Class is one of our “oldest” adult Sunday School 
Classes.  By “oldest”, we mean that this class 
has been meeting for a LONG time...for over 25 
years!  The current members of this class are 40 
years old plus and include married, single, wid-
owed and divorced persons.   

 This class has supported a variety of 
church and community projects in the past.  They 
are always willing to help when there is a need.  
They enjoy a Christmas fellowship gathering 
each year and have been known to have a sum-
mer gathering or two.   
 The Know Your Bible Class is currently 
meeting in Room 4 (second door on the right) in 
the Education Hall and is regularly led by David 
Boshell.  Substitute teachers are Betty Harrison 
and Joyce Boshell.  Their current study material 
is the Adult Bible Studies Series from Cokesbury. 
 If a class that enjoys thought provoking 
discussion about a Biblically based lesson 
sounds like what you are looking for, please visit 
the Know Your Bible Sunday School Class.  We 
will welcome you with open arms. 

YOU CAN MAKE A DIFFERENCE IN 
A YOUNG PERSON’S LIFE 

 

Dumas Wesley Community Center provides op-
portunities during the summer months for children 
and youth to enjoy wholesome, fun-filled activities 
in a safe environment.  Arts & crafts, sports, 
games, movies, swimming, field trips and fun are a 
part of our summer program which meets Monday 
through Friday, June 1st through July 31st.  We 
need your help in providing these summer activi-
ties.  The majority of families served by Dumas 
Wesley are low-income working families, often 
led by a single parent, for whom summer camp is 
an unaffordable luxury.  Unfortunately, children 
and youth from these families often end up on the 
streets and in trouble if they are not in a structured 
summer program.  Your generous support will sig-
nificantly impact the lives of the children and 
youth served by Dumas Wesley.  The summer 
camp fee for one child is $75.00.  On behalf of 
these young people and their families, we thank 
you in advance for your generosity. YOU are mak-
ing a difference in their lives!  Make your donation 
on Sunday at church (marked Dumas Wesley 
Summer Camp) or mail your check payable to Du-
mas Wesley Community Center to : 
 

DUMAS WESLEY COMMUNITY CENTER 
Summer Camp Program 
P.O. Box 7325 
Mobile, AL 36670 

One taste of God and nothing but God will do any 
 more. 
Somebody must be watching for the frightened 
Who seek to sneak out just where they came in, 
To tell them how much better it is inside. 
The people too far in do not see how near these are 
To leaving - preoccupied with the wonder of it all. 
Somebody must watch for those who have entered 
 the door 
But would like to run away. So for them too, 
I stand by the door. 
 
I admire the people who go way in. 
But I wish they would not forget how it was 
Before they got in. Then they would be able to help 
The people who have not yet even found the door. 
Or the people who want to run away again from 
God. 
You can go in too deeply and stay in too long 
And forget the people outside the door. 
As for me, I shall take my old accustomed place, 
Near enough to God to hear Him and know He is 
 there, 
But not so far from men as not to hear them, 
And remember they are there too. 
 
Where? Outside the door - 
Thousands of them. Millions of them. 
But - more important for me - 
One of them, two of them, ten of them. 
Whose hands I am intended to put on the latch. 
So I shall stand by the door and wait 
For those who seek it. 
 
'I had rather be a door-keeper 
So I stand by the door. 

(Continued from page 1) 

June 2009 Saraland 
United 

Methodist 
Church 

 

 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

 1 
YMCA Summer 
Day Camp 
6:30 PM  Missions 
Committee 
6:30 PM  Trustees 
6:30 PM  VBS 
Leaders Meeting 

2 
YMCA Summer Day 
Camp 
8:30 AM  Elemen-
tary Summer Day 
Camp 
8:30 AM  MDO 
Summer Program 
6:30 PM  Celebrate 
Recovery Mtg. 

3 
YMCA Summer Day 
Camp 
8:30 AM  Elemen-
tary Summer Day 
Camp 
8:30 AM  MDO 
Summer Program 
6:00 PM  Project 
2819 (Youth) 

4 
YMCA Summer Day 
Camp 
8:30 AM  Elemen-
tary Summer Day 
Camp 
8:30 AM  MDO 
Summer Program 

5 
YMCA Summer 
Day Camp 

6 

7 
Alabama West 
Florida Annual 
Conference 
9:00 AM  Bold 
Service & Sunday 
School 
10:00 AM  The 
Crossing 
10:30 AM  Classic 
Service & Sunday 
School 

8 
Alabama West 
Florida Annual 
Conference 
Monday Middle 
School Madness 
YMCA Summer 
Day Camp 

9 
Alabama West Flor-
ida Annual Confer-
ence 
YMCA Summer Day 
Camp 
8:30 AM  Elemen-
tary Summer Day 
Camp 
8:30 AM  MDO 
Summer Program 
6:30 PM  Celebrate 
Recovery Mtg. 

10 
Alabama West Flor-
ida Annual Confer-
ence 
YMCA Summer Day 
Camp 
8:30 AM  Elemen-
tary Summer Day 
Camp 
8:30 AM  MDO 
Summer Program 
6:00 PM  Project 
2819 (Youth) 

11 
YMCA Summer Day 
Camp 
8:30 AM  Elemen-
tary Summer Day 
Camp 
8:30 AM  MDO 
Summer Program 

12 
YMCA Summer 
Day Camp 

13 
6:40 AM  St. 
Francis Street 
Breakfast 

14 
9:00 AM  Bold 
Service & Sunday 
School 
10:00 AM  The 
Crossing 
10:30 AM  Classic 
Service & Sunday 
School 
4:30 PM  Discov-
ery 101 

15 
YMCA Summer 
Day Camp 
9:00 AM  Vacation 
Bible School 
6:30 PM  Finance 
Committee 

16 
YMCA Summer Day 
Camp 
8:30 AM  Elemen-
tary Summer Day 
Camp 
8:30 AM  MDO 
Summer Program 
9:00 AM  Vacation 
Bible School 
6:30 PM  Celebrate 
Recovery Mtg. 

17 
YMCA Summer Day 
Camp 
8:30 AM  Elemen-
tary Summer Day 
Camp 
8:30 AM  MDO 
Summer Program 
9:00 AM  Vacation 
Bible School 
6:00 PM  Project 
2819 (Youth) 

18 
YMCA Summer Day 
Camp 
8:30 AM  Elemen-
tary Summer Day 
Camp 
8:30 AM  MDO 
Summer Program 
9:00 AM  Vacation 
Bible School 

19 
YMCA Summer 
Day Camp 
9:00 AM  Va-
cation Bible 
School 

20 

21   Father’s Day              
7:00 AM  UMM 
Breakfast 
9:00 AM  Bold 
Service & Sunday 
School 
10:00 AM  The 
Crossing 
10:30 AM  Classic 
Service & Sunday 
School 

22 
Monday Middle 
School Madness 
YMCA Summer 
Day Camp 
6:30 PM  Church 
Council 

23 
YMCA Summer Day 
Camp 
8:30 AM  Elemen-
tary Summer Day 
Camp 
8:30 AM  MDO 
Summer Program 
6:30 PM  Celebrate 
Recovery Mtg. 

24 
YMCA Summer Day 
Camp 
8:30 AM  Elemen-
tary Summer Day 
Camp 
8:30 AM  MDO 
Summer Program 
6:00 PM  Project 
2819 (Youth) 

25 
YMCA Summer Day 
Camp 
8:30 AM  Elemen-
tary Summer Day 
Camp 
8:30 AM  MDO 
Summer Program 

26 
YMCA Summer 
Day Camp 
6:00 PM  
Tweenagers to 
BayBears 
Game 

27 

28 
9:00 AM  Bold 
Service & Sunday 
School 
10:00 AM  The 
Crossing 
10:30 AM  Classic 
Service & Sunday 
School 

29 
Monday Middle 
School Madness 
YMCA Summer 
Day Camp 

30 
YMCA Summer Day 
Camp 
8:30 AM  Elemen-
tary Summer Day 
Camp 
8:30 AM  MDO 
Summer Program 
6:30 PM  Celebrate 
Recovery Mtg. 

    

PLEASE NOTE:   
Wednesday Night Supper and Bible Study will 
not take place during the summer.  Watch the 
bulletin and newsletters for details about 
Wednesday Night activities in the Fall. 
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Coming in June... 
 

Love Out Loud 
Come help serve the St. Francis Street break-
fast.  This is a great way to show God’s love in 
a very practical way.  Meet at the church at 6:15 a.m. 
and we’ll be back at 10:30 a.m.  Only the hardcore make it! 
 

Baybears 
The United Methodist Inner City Mission of Mobile Alabama is hosting a 
Bay Bears Fund raising night; June 26, 2009 for every $8.00 dollar ticket 
sold $3.50 will go to support The United Methodist Inner City Mission.  
We’ll meet at the church at 5:30 p.m. and arrive back at 11:00 p.m.  I must 
receive your $8 by Sunday, June 22nd in order to ensure your ticket!  
 

VBS 
We need you!  Come help make Vacation Bible School a 
big success.  We need students to help with games, be 
team leaders and just have a good time with children.  VBS is June 15-19 
from 9 a.m.-12 p.m.  On Friday, we’re gonna hang out afterwards and play 
Rock Band and other games until 3 p.m.  There’ll be lots of food, too! 
 

Project 2819 
During the summer months, we’ll be going over to different houses 
throughout our church community to have Project 2819.  We’ll kick off the 
summer by going over to Don & Diane Finklea’s house at 1716 Gold 
Stream Dr N in Saraland.  We’ll have games and Bible study each week 
except for VBS week.  Grow closer to God and your friends this summer at 
Project 2819!  

JUNE ACOLYTE SCHEDULE 
 

June 07 Dalton McFarland & Emma Leveritt 
June 14 Zac Everett & Martha Simison 
June 21 Katie Leaird & Bret Crooker 
June 28 Dalton McFarland 

EVERY WEEK… 
 

SUNDAY: 
10:30 AM    Youth Fuel Groups 

5 PM     UMYF Block Party 
 

WEDNESDAY: 
PROJECT 2819  

June 8 Bowling-Bring $10 for fun and money for 
 food at the bowling alley.  9 a.m.-1:30 p.m. 
 

June 15 VBS-No MMSM 
 

June 22 Pump it Up!  Bring $10 for the inflatables 
 and money for fast food.  9 a.m.-1:30 p.m.* 
 

June 29 Swimming.  Free!  9 a.m.-1:30 p.m. 
 

*Must have medical waiver 

SUMMER SUNDAY SCHOOL 
 

During the summer 
months we will be offer-
ing Children’s Sunday 
School at both 9 and 
10:30 a.m.  Classes will 
be offered at each hour 
for Ages 2 & 3 Yrs, 5 Yrs—5th Grade 
Boys, & 5 Yrs—5th Grade Girls.  Parents 
& grandparents are needed to lead these 
classes.  Please see Betty to sign up.  

Safe Sanctuary Training 
Sunday, June 14 

3:30 p.m. 
 

ALL adults and youth who have not 
already been through training but 
would like to work with children 

(VBS included!) NEED to complete 
this training.  Please contact Betty 

if you plan to attend. 

ATTENTION PARENTS! 
 

There will be NO Children’s Worship this summer.  ALL children are encouraged 
to attend worship with their families.  It is important for our children to see their 
parents/grandparents participating in worship and it is just as important for them to 
participate in worship themselves.  Visit both services at some point during the 
summer…If you regularly attend the Bold Service, visit the Classic Service one 
Sunday.  If you regularly attend the Classic Service, visit the Bold Service one 
Sunday.  Give your children the opportunity to experience both worship styles!  
There will be Sunday School classes for all age groups during BOTH hours of 
worship; therefore, your children can attend Sunday School on the opposite hour 
that you attend worship.  

 
 

Friday, June 26 
5:30 - 11 p.m. 

COST:  $8 each 
Parents and siblings are wel-

come to attend!  Call Ms. Betty 
(604-0949) if you are coming. 

The Early Learning Center 
at Saraland UMC 

 

Our Mother’s Day Out has 
been renamed to better re-
flect the type of 

program we have 
developed.  We 

are currently reg-
istering children 
for the Fall Program.  If you 
would like information about 
the Early Learning Center 

(ELC), please contact Betty 
Moye (675-2728 or 604-

0949) or Michelle McDaniel, 
program director (675-2904). 
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Do you want to know more about the 
United Methodist Church? 

 

Join us at  
DISCOVERY 101 
Sunday, June 14  

4 p.m. 
 

Discovery 101 is the primary 
path to church membership at 
Saraland UMC.  During the 
hour and a half long session, 
you will learn about the history 
and future plans of Saraland 
UMC as well as Methodism, 
Christian beliefs and church 
membership.  If you would like 
to attend, please call the 
church office to reserve a 
space or complete a registra-
tion sheet at the Welcome 
Center in the lobby.  A nursery 
will be provided if requested.  

2009 Annual Conference 
Special Mission Offering 

 
Bishop Leeland has named the Blue Lake United Methodist 
Assembly as the recipient of the  2009 Annual Conference 
Special Mission Offering.  The following is an excerpt from 
a letter Bishop Leeland sent to the pastors of the Alabama 
West Florida Conference encouraging participation in the 
special offering.   
 
“Our Annual Conference several years ago began a campaign to 
make Blue Lake a stronger, more vital part of our conference. 
We are now in our last few months of this campaign. I want to 
personally encourage each of us to set an example for our con-
gregational families by making a personal contribution to this 
campaign.   
 

Janet and I have made a personal contribution to the Blue Lake 
Campaign, our cabinet and extended cabinet have made per-
sonal contributions, and I have asked that our Annual Confer-
ence Special Offering this year be given to this campaign.   
 

I am asking each congregation to make sure we have 100% par-
ticipation. Please note, I have not asked you to send a particular 
amount. I am asking for 100% participation by every congrega-
tion. Our goal, as I understand it, was one dollar per member. I 
trust over the last three years this was an easy and obtainable 
goal.   
 

Many of you have already given 
your contribution. Thank you. For 
those congregations that have 
waited, I want to ask you to do 
what you can so all of our churches 
participate, and we finish well.   
 

Blue Lake is a wonderful resource. If someone were to give us 
this property today, our entire Annual Conference would be ec-
static with excitement.   This present campaign will be the step 
we need to position ourselves to raise the Kingdom vision for our 
conference and how we can fully utilize Blue Lake.   
 

I have encouraged the Board of Directors of Blue Lake to con-
tinue developing a Kingdom Vision for Blue Lake.  In the coming 
years, we will need to come back to this great resource for our 
church families in order to serve all persons in a setting where 
many have found their own calling into our United Methodist 
Family.   
 

Please do all you can to finish well. We are depending upon you 
to make sure your church joins every congregation in our confer-
ence so we can claim 100% participation regardless of the 
amount contributed.” 
 
Saraland UMC will be accepting donations for the Blue 
Lake Assembly on Sunday, June 7.  Make your donations 
payable to Saraland UMC and put “Blue Lake” on the 
memo line. 

ALABAMA WEST FLORIDA 
COOPERATIVE SCHOOL OF 

CHRISTIAN MISSION 
July 24-25, 2009 

Blue Lake Assembly Grounds, 
Andalusia, AL 

THEME: 
 “TOGETHER AT THE TABLE” 

Registration deadline:  
July 10, 2009 

For more information, see the 
Conference website at 
www.awfumc.org or contact the 
church office. 

Alabama West Florida  
Annual Conference 

 

Please pray for the pastors, 
delegates, alternates and all 
other persons going to Ala-
bama West Florida Annual 
Conference on June 7 - 10.  
Our delegate is Joyce Boshell 
and the alternate is Diane 
Finklea. 



June Birthdays 
Happy birthday to each of you! 
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MAY 2009 STATISTICS 
 

ATTENDANCE 
     WORSHIP   99  
     SUNDAY SCHOOL 158   
 

GIVING 
2009 MONTHLY REQUIREMENTS: 
 $ 26,206 
RECEIVED IN APRIL: 
     General Budget $ 28,747.48 
     Season of Growth $   7,253.00 
     Visionary Shares $        50.00 
     Choir Scholarship $      135.00 
     Child Care Ministries (MDO) $   3,937.06 
     Helping Hands $        14.00 
     Children’s Ministries $      150.00 
     Youth Mission Trip $        50.00 
     H. S. Senior Celebration $      235.00 
     Aimee Remiersma Fund $      405.00 
     Blue Lake (5th Sunday Service) $      180.67 
     School Uniforms $        25.00 
     Pastoral Care $      100.00 
     Rent $      725.00 
     Boxes for Joseph Toomey $      100.00 
 

PLEASE NOTE:  Reimbursements and pass through 
funds are not shown. 

06/02 Brittany Howard 
06/04 Patty Boyington 
 Vince Douville 
06/05 Ashley French 
06/07 Rebecca Flowers 
 Charlie Moye 
 Karen Douville 
06/08 Joel Moore 
06/09 Johnathan Bruns 
06/10 Daniel Bush 
06/11 Bobby Smith 
06/12 Charles Wright 
 Elaine Moore 
 Debby Butler 
06/14 Alex Bruns 
 Seth Trotter 
06/15 Imogene Pickett 

PRAYER CONCERNS 
 

We express our deepest sympathy to the family and friends of 
Johnny “Jimmy” Ross, Sr.; Christy Parmer and family on the death 

of her grandfather; the family and friends of Jeannie Pugh;  and 
the family and friends of J. B. Vaughn. 

 

Special Concerns: Eunice Addison, John Aikens, Vernon Capps, 
Gerald Cargile, Kathy Cave, Joe Eagan, Antony Embley, Jean 
Faggard, Noah Faggard, Louise Fox, Janie Gilbert, Diana Grant, 
Tommy Harbour, Mary Huff, Linda Jennings, Lillian Jepko, 
Wendell Kennedy, Myrtle Lewis, Eunice McAleer, Helen Mitchell, 
Cassie Moore, Kenneth Mowery, Abbie Myers, Mary Parnell, Bon-
nie Ramsbottom,  Joe Simison, Joseph Toomey,  
Rebecca Walker, Francis Wiggins, Kathryn Wil-
liams, Dick Wilson, Hazel Yarbarough 
 

Shut-ins:   
Carrington Place:  Sim Clark 
Eight Mile Nursing Home:  Herbie Clifton  
Gordon Oaks Retirement Center:  Bill Rodgers 

 

Please continue to pray for all of our men and women in the military. 

June 
Hosts/Hostesses 
for The Crossing 

 

June 7 Eugene & Jennifer Fulton 
June 14 Kevin & Holly Rawls 
June 21 Mitch & Sherry Caylor 
 Steve & Traci Smith 
June 28 Chuck & Kim Whisonant 
 

If you cannot serve on the date you are 
scheduled, please contact Jennifer 
McFarland (802-7510). 

United Methodist  
 

Sunday, June 21  
7:00 a.m. 

 

ALL men are  
invited to join us for a 
great fellowship and a 

hearty breakfast. 

Notes of thanks… 
 

To my church family, 
     Thank you for all your prayers, visits, calls and cards following 
my sister hearing her Master say “Well done my good and faithful 
servant - Come unto me.” 
      Charlie Higdon 
 
 

Thank you to the ladies that prepared the meal for us.  Everything 
was delicious and enjoyed by all.  Thanks also to the congregation 
that so warmly welcomed Mother Jennie into their midst.  She so 
enjoyed her time at Saraland U. M. Church. 
      Rod Pugh and family 

 Jenna Billingsley 
06/17 Carrie Evans 
06/19 Glenna Riley 
06/20 Elizabeth Crooker 
06/22 Kimberly Keevan 
06/24 Faye Smith 
06/25 Tracey Smith 
06/26 Loria Toomey 
06/27 Thomas Tanner 
 Joey McKibben 
06/29 Lorine May 
06/30 Veree Thomas 
 Doug Seymour 
 Ainsley Hopper 
 

Is your birthday missing?  If so, 
please call the church office so we 

can update our records. 

News from the Choir… 
 

The Chancel Choir will be taking a 
break during the month of June and 
the first week of July.  We will re-
sume practice Wed., July 8, at 7:15 
p.m. in the Choir Room and will 
sing during the Classic Service on 
Sun., July 12.  If you are interested 
in being a part of the choir, please 
join us in July for a great time of 
singing and praising God! Th
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Celebrate Recovery if for anyone that has a hurt, 
hang up or habit they would like to move out of the 
center of their life.  Many unfamiliar with the pro-
gram view it as something for those with drug and 
alcohol addictions.  It is much more than that!  
Think about all of the things that can affect your 
life in a negative way.  Things like:  eating, video 
games, television, pornography, shopping, sex, 
codependency, abuse, smoking, anger, control, 
depression, pride, insecurity, abandonment, 
drugs, alcohol, etc.  When you really think about it, 
we all have something in our life we need to work 
on!  There are times when we all could use a little 
of what Celebrate Recovery offers. 
 

In the beginning, AA meetings were held in the 
back rooms and basements of buildings.  When 
Celebrate Recovery first started, it’s purpose was 
to remove the stigmatism from “those people” and 
help everyone understand that alcohol may be 
someone else’s problem , but we all have some-
thing we need help with at some point in our life.  
The average age of an addict’s first use is now 11 
years old.  A recent statistic stated that almost 1/3 
of Americans are currently addicted to something.  
Think about how many people we know that are 
raising their grandchildren because of addictions. 
 

Our launch date is September 8.  Meetings will 
begin at 6:30 p.m.  Celebrate Recovery will meet 
every Tuesday, holiday or otherwise.  We will start 
out with four groups:  men with chemical addic-
tions, women with chemical addictions, men with 
codependency and women with codependency.  
Currently, we have nine people that have agreed 
to help with this program but we need at least 
twelve.  We need people that will help with serving 
meals and cleaning up.  We desperately need in-
dividuals to facilitate a small group that are willing 
to admit that at some point in the past they were 
addicted to drugs and/or alcohol and have been 
sober for more than one year.  To quote John 
Baker, one of the founders of Celebrate Recovery, 
“Hurt people hurt people while restored people 
restore people.”  Celebrate Recovery is about 
helping people find restoration through God while 
working with others. 
 

The other founder of Celebrate Recovery is Rick 
Warren of Saddleback Church, author of the Pur-
pose Driven Life.  Pastor Rick provided this infor-
mation concerning Celebrate Recovery: 
 

“The Bible clearly states "all have sinned."  It is my nature to sin, 
and it is yours too.  None of us is untainted.  Because of sin, we’ve 

all hurt ourselves, we’ve all hurt other people, and others have 
hurt us.  This means each of us need repentance and recovery in 
order to live our lives the way God intended.  You’ve undoubtedly 
heard the expression that "time heals all wounds."   Unfortunately, 
it isn’t true.  As a pastor, I frequently talk with people who are still 
carrying hurts from 30 or 40 years ago.  The truth is - time often 
makes things worse.  Wounds that are left untended fester and 
spread infection throughout your entire body.  Time only extends 
the pain if the problem isn’t dealt with.   
 

What we need is a biblical and balanced program to help people 
overcome their hurts, habits and hang-ups. Celebrate Recovery is 
that program. Based on the actual words of Jesus rather than 
psychological theory, our recovery program is unique, and more 
effective in helping people change than anything else I’ve seen or 
heard of.  Over the years I’ve witnessed how the Holy Spirit has 
used this program to transform literally thousands of lives at Sad-
dleback Church and help people grow toward full Christlike matur-
ity. 
 

Most people are familiar with the classic 12 step program of A.A. 
and other groups.  While undoubtedly many lives have been 
helped through the twelve steps, I’ve always been uncomfortable 
with that program’s vagueness about the nature of God, the sav-
ing power of Jesus Christ, and the ministry of the Holy Spirit.   So I 
began an intense study of the Scriptures to discover what God 
had to say about "recovery."  To my amazement, I found the prin-
ciples of recovery, and even their logical order, given by Christ in 
his most famous message, the Sermon on the Mount. 
My study resulted in a ten-week series of messages called "The 
Road to Recovery."  During that series, my Associate Pastor John 
Baker developed the workbooks, which became the heart of our 
Celebrate Recovery program.   I believe that this program is unlike 
any recovery program you may have seen.   There are seven 
features that make it unique: 
 

This recovery program is based on God’s Word, the Bible… 
This recovery program is forward-looking… 
This recovery program emphasizes personal responsibility...  
This recovery program emphasized spiritual commitment to Jesus 
Christ… 
This recovery program utilizes the biblical truth that we need each 
other in order to grow spiritually and emotionally… 
This recovery program addresses all types of habits, hurts and 
hang-ups… 
Finally, this recovery program produces lay ministers!   
 

In closing, let me say that the size of your church is no barrier to 
beginning a Celebrate Recovery ministry.  You can start it with just 
a small group of people and watch it grow 
by word-of-mouth.  Your won’t be able to 
keep it a secret for long!  You are going to 
see lives changed in dramatic ways.   You 
are going to see hopeless marriages re-
stored and people set free from all kinds 
of sinful habits, hang-ups, and hurts as 
they allow Jesus to be Lord in every area 
of their lives.  To God be the glory!  We’ll 
be praying for you.  
 

If you would like to know more 
about this ministry, please con-
tact Don or Diane Finklea or James or Sandra 
Mercier. More information can also be found 
online at www.celebraterecovery.com.   


