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RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

United Methodist
Men’s
Monthly Breakfast

BRUNCH WELCOMING
THE WOOLLEY FAMILY

Sunday, July 10
10:00 a.m.

Please join us during the Sunday School hour on Sunday,
July 10, as we say welcome Don, Amy, Graham & Tanner
Woolley to our church. We will be
welcoming the Woolley’s with a
Pounding! Everyone is asked to
bring a “pound” of something for
Don & Amy to stock their pantry.
Cleaning supplies and general
household cleaning items can also
be brought. Everyone is asked to
bring finger foods to share during
the brunch. July 10 will be Don’s
first Sunday with us.
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ALL MEN are invited to come |
to the Fellowship Hall on Sun- :
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) day, July 17 at 7:30 a.m. for a
great breakfast and fellowship.
The United Methodist Men
meet on the third Sunday of
each month.

Project Spartan - Uniform Drive

Have your children outgrown their school uniforms
from last year? Are the uniforms still in pretty
good shape? If so, please bring them to the church!
We are collecting new and used uniforms for our
local school’s uniform closets. A copies of the uni-
form policies from elementary, middle and high
schools in Saraland are available at the Welcome

Center in the lobby at the church.
PLEASE NOTE: If you have used SR
uniforms for Mobile County schools,

please bring them! We will see that 2
they get to the appropriate school. R4 @ﬂ%®
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As I write this, I am a few days from offi-
cially starting as the pastor of Saraland
United Methodist Church. Already, my
family and I are very grateful for you and
your warm welcome. We are looking for-
ward to serving God with you!

I am honored to follow Rob Couch as your
pastor. Rob has been a great friend and col-
league. We have worked closely together
on various district and Conference initia-
tives and committees, and we have had
many discussions about our hopes for the
Church. As you know well, Rob is a gifted
leader, an excellent communicator, and
blessed with strong administration skills. 1
know that he and his family love you
deeply and are very grateful for the love
they experience from you. Rob has been
very helpful to me in this transition process,
and I am so grateful for his guidance and
support. I know that change is never easy,
but Rob has done his best to make this
change as easy for all of us as possible. I
join you in praying for him and his family.
May God continue to use them mightily for
His glory. And may they experience an
extra measure of God’s strength and peace
during this time of change in their lives.
Prattville First is blessed to have him!

I’d like to briefly introduce you to my fam-
ily. My wife of nearly 14 years is Amy
(Eubanks) Woolley. She’s awesome and a
great wife and mother. We met at Christ
UMC in the Singles Group. Amy graduated
from Baker High School in Mobile. She
received her Undergraduate degree in
Counseling from Montevallo University,
and has a Masters degree in both Counsel-
ing and Special Education from the Univer-
sity of South Alabama. She works at Allen-
town Elementary as a Special Education
teacher. This is her calling and her faith-
fulness in that calling is changing lives.

Did I mention she’s awesome?

Graham and Tanner are our sons. Graham
will be 11 in August and will be a sixth

grader at Saraland Middle. Tanner turned
nine in April and will be a fourth grader at

Allentown. Being their dad is one of the
greatest blessings imaginable. They are
completely wonderful. If you don’t believe
it, just ask me.

I am from Arkansas originally. I graduated
from the University of Arkansas with a de-
gree in Chemical Engineering in 1992 and
worked in a paper mill for three years. 1
moved to Mobile in 1996 to take a job with
Betz Chemical and worked in specialty
chemical sales and service in their Paper
Process Division. [ felt called to ministry
as a kid and finally surrendered to that call in
1998. I attended Asbury Seminary while
serving as a student pastor in Mount Orab,
Ohio. My first appointment was as the As-
sociate of Forest Park UMC in Panama City.
Our next appointment was to start a new
church called Jesus Tribe and serve as the
pastor of Pleasant Valley UMC. Iserved as
the pastor of Pleasant Valley for seven years
and for the last two years I have also been
the pastor of West Side UMC. [have had a
lot of fun initiating and helping to lead some
district initiatives, chiefly the 3.0 Missional
Internship (www.3mlt.com) and the 3.0 Mis-
sional Leadership Development process, of
which the Catapult Conference
(www.catatpultconference.com) is a key
component. The internship involves 27 col-
lege students working in six sites across our
area, while living in Christian community
and being trained as missional leaders.
Catapult will be in September and I hope we
will have a large group from Saraland par-
ticipating!

My family and I would appreciate your
prayers as we navigate through a lot of
changes in our lives. We have heard so
many great things about you and we look
forward to getting to know you. Iknow that
God has much in store for us and I am eager
to play my part in God’s work among you
and in this community.

With gratitude,

Don

Join us for a Brunch Welcoming the Woolley Family on
Sunday, July 10, at 10 a.m. in the Fellowship Hall. Bring a
“pound” of something to fill the Woolley’s pantry. Please bring
finger foods to share for the brunch.



http://www.3mlt.com
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District, Conference and local news and events...

The Mobile Amateur Radio Club invites
local Methodists to become Ham Radio
Operators. This is a great way to learn
about science and communication skills
while having fun at the same time. The
Club meets on the first Friday of every
month (except during holidays) at 7:30 at
the Engineering Tech Building at the Uni-
versity of South Alabama.
Learning about Ham Radio
will be especially beneficial
for those interested in Dis-
aster Relief, Scouting, and
other activities. Log in to
W4|AX.net for more details.

POSITION: EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR,
DUMAS WESLEY COMMUNITY CENTER

The Board of Directors of the Dumas Wesley
Community Center is seeking highly-qualified
and motivated applicants for the position of Ex-
ecutive Director. Interested candidates should
forward a resume with a cover letter and other
pertinent information to DWCC Executive Direc-
tor Search Committee; P. 0. Box 1351; Mobile,
Alabama 36633 OR email the resume and other
information to dwccmobile@gmail.com.

Mobile District United Methodist Women Mission Study

JOY T0 THE WORLD!

MISSION IN THE AGE
OF GLOBAL CHRISTIANITY

Saturday, August 13"

Study Leade
Pat Dodge

Joy to the World explores
how mission and evangelism

flow from joyous gratitude

10 a.m. -2 p.m.

for the Good News of Jesus
Christ. For United Method-

ists, Christian mission is a

Christ United Methodist Church

response to God’s presence

in Jesus Christ, who came

Christ Center

into the world with a mes-

sage of forgiveness, joy and
hope for all of God's crea-

Hospitality Room tion.

Christians camry this

message wherever they go.

Brown Bag Lunch to be provided.

They are living witness to

the belief in Emmanuel—
“‘God with us.” In Gods
name, Christians go into all
the world to share the Good

News.

United
W / Methodist
Women

FAITH « HOPE - LOVE IN ACTION

For additional infermation
contact Debbie Bell
UMW President
251-849-4772
mawbel36575@yahoo.com

Disaster Relief from the Mobile District

The numbers are in from Alabama West Florida Conference Headquarters on the Mobile District’s
contributions for disaster relief that were taken to Annual Conference. The Mobile District actually
contributed: 1 birthing kit, 63 cleaning buckets, 378 health kits, 1 layette kit, and 36 school

kits! GREAT JOB! Thank you for your contributions!

Muddy Water Watch

The Mobile Bay Sierra Club will feature a training program on “Muddy Water Watch” presented
by Donna Jordon, Program Director, Mobile Baykeeper at 5 Rivers Delta Resource Center on Tuesday

evening, June 7th, at 7:00 p.m.

Muddy Water Watch (MWW) Training is a state-wide education program training volunteers to
monitor problems associated with storm-water runoff from construction sites. Attendees will be
trained to identify when systems are working properly, and how to report problems to contractors and
enforcement agencies when there are problems. No previous knowledge of storm-water erosion and
sediment control is required to participate in the training program. We look forward to seeing you at
this valuable training program!!! Refreshments will be served at 6:45 p.m.

The General Public is invited, no admission fee. Please forward this invitation to any interested
friends or organizations. The exact meeting location at 5 Rivers may vary from month to month, so
please follow the Sierra Club signs. Location address: 5 Rivers, Alabama’s Delta Resource Center,
30945 Five Rivers Blvd., Spanish Fort (entrance is across from Meaher State Park on the Mobile Bay
Causeway). Contact 702-496-5050 or email: mcadamsdavis@earthlink.net for more information.
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CHURCH COUNCIL MEETING
Monday, July 25

6:00 p.m.

ALL Church Council members should attend this meeting. If a nursery is

needed, please contact the church office.



mailto:dwccmobile@gmail.com
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News from The Bridge
Student Ministry

Thank you all so much for the outpouring of love
and gifts at our pounding. It has been so awe-
some to finally be here and find that the people of
Saraland UMC are even more kind and welcom-
ing than we could have imagined. It is a blessing
to be in community with you and we look forward
to showing the same level of love in return.
Grace, Peace, and Love,
William, Jennifer, John, Clara Grace,
Rainey, and Keller Murray

A few years ago | became aware of a series of children's
books that were causing a bit of controversy. At the time, |
had no children of my own but was intrigued that the group
most concerned were Christians. Curiosity got the better
of me and | had to know what the fuss was about. The
next time | found myself at a bookstore | picked up a copy
of Harry Potter and the Sorcerer's Stone and sat down
with the intention of reading a few pages. Five hours later
| found the strength to pull myself away from the book long
enough to find and purchase the series. | was hooked and
pleasantly surprised to find this fictional universe was not
devilish in the least but rather full of biblical values and
Christian allegory. Since that day | have been on an
amazing adventure with Harry and millions of children and
adults all over the world. Now the journey is coming to an
end. On July 14, we will celebrate this awesome saga by
attending the midnight premiere of the movie Harry Potter
and the Deathly Hallows Part 2. Meet at the church at
9:30 that night and then we will head to the theatre. Let
me know if you're going. The deadline to reserve tickets is
Sunday July 10. The following Sunday, July 17, we will
have a study of Harry Potter and the Bible. Hope to see
you there!

Grace, Peace, Love,

William

ACOLYTE SCHEDULE
July 03 Genna Myers
July 10 Dylan McFarland
July 17 Justin Whisonant & Elizabeth Crooker
July 24 Katie Leaird & Brianna Corley
July 31 Genna Myers
Please let Ms. Betty know if you cannot be
here when scheduled.

SUNDAY, AUGUST 7
Our children will “move up”
into their “new” classes and
meet their new teachers!

A loo at Vacaﬁon Elﬁle 5:' 00/...

'=-" H ]
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From Saraland to Guatemala and backs:

From Cece Beaman..

Wow! Hard to believe that our second mission trip to Casa
Aleluya has come and gone. Words cannot describe the
feelings you get when you push open the baby dorm door
and all those little adorable children come running towards
you with outstretched arms hoping to be swept up into a
Afgringodso ar ms. Tal k
what you get! Even from the older children who are a little
shyer but still wanted that hug or arm around their shoul-
ders. When you are one among over four hundred children
vying for attention from just one Mommie and Poppi getting

attention from any adult is great. And basically, that is our |

mission at Casa: to share the love. We had our jobs in the B

morning which included painting, painting and more paint-
ing! You know what a fresh coat of paint can do for any-
thing and that is certainly true at Casa. But every after-
noon, the children were ours and we were theirs.

A pastor from one of the groups we met at Casa this year
told us to come home to our church and share with every-
one the joy we have in being at Casa so that more mem-
bers would want to join us next year on our trip. If you
have even the slightest thought about going, please come
and talk to Phil, Cindy, Judy, Liz or me (Cece) and we will
be glad to tell you how wonderful the experience is. Per-
sonally, | think it gets better each year. We plan to do
more fundraisers and start earlier this year so more people
can afford to go. Yes, itis a third world country and they
have problems with crime (just like Saraland!) but they
keep us safe and out of harms way. And, we can drink the
water!! Look into your heart and see if maybe a trip to
Casa Aleluya is waiting for you. We would love to have all
of you join us!

From Judy Call ené

Wow, the day had finally arrived, after months of anticipa-
tion, for my second visit to Guatemala. The day started
early (5 a.m.) at the airport where the group met up. After
a none eventful flight we arrived in Guatemala City a little
after noon. The drive to Casa was as usual, slightly har-
ried! Cars and motorcycles driving crazily everywhere, no
traffic lights, just horns blowing and hands stuck out win-
dows. We arrived safely and almost immediately went to
play with the kids. What a joy this was to see some that
actually recognized us from last year, and some that had
been added since we were last there.

The week was a very busy one. The ladies painted a dorm
for the younger girls. We had a 5 gallon bucket of tan, a
gallon of pink and a gallon of light green. We covered the
old paint with the tan, then stretched the pink to cover 3
walls and finished up one wall with green. The dorm

(Continued on pagg

From Phil

We are thankful and indebted to those, so many of you, who
made this year's mission trip to Casa de Aeluja, the orphan-
age in San Bartolome, Guatemala a reality. We organized a
talent show, we sold coupon books, we cooked dinner for you
and truly, without your support we could not have gone, at all.
Thank you for your gifts and support; we could not have done
it without you.

Messer é

To my boss, who engineered a way to grant me leave to go
again this year, a special word of thanks; he's one of the best
and | want him to know.

| have friends and relatives who sometimes ask the question,
'it's a long way to Guatemala and it's an expensive trip; why
go that far when there are so many needs so close to home?'
Good question; here are a few of my thoughts: the official
elevation at Casa is 6,802 feet, so it's obvious that we are a
little closer to heaven when we make the trip. :-)

Beyond that, we have all heard the New Testament passages
that support missions; many of you could quote them for me.
But this is the one that the Lord has drilled into my head: "Let
your light so shine before men, that they may see your good
works and glorify your Father in heaven." (Matthew 5:15-
17) While it's true that the fervent prayer of a righteous man
is powerful and effective, it's also important, even criti-

cal, that our prayers for the kingdom and our work in the
kingdom be visible and tangible. When we make a commit-
ment to missions, any mission, and we invest our time, re-
sources, and sweat, the kingdom of God is at hand! Simple,
and yet so powerful! So what does that look like?

Il " m glad you asked! Her ed
we dug ditches to repair a sewer leak ; painted dorms out-

side and inside; hung shelves in the laundry room for dorm

parents; painted one of the bathrooms, walls and ceiling; cut

out and sanded pieces for frames for mirrors; played games

with the children and learned new ones, renewed relation-

(Continued on pagg


http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+5:15-17&version=50
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+5:15-17&version=50
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PRAYER CONCERN

We express our deepest sympathy to the family

and friends of Janie Gilbert; to

death of her mother, Myrtle Lewis; and to James & Sandr
Mercier on the death of her son, Phil Brown.

Special Concerns: Eunice Addison, John Aikens, Helen Allen, Julie
Bacon, Billy Beckman, Buddy Boyington, Amy Burr, Bruce Calder, The

Canfield Family, Gerald Cargile, Rob

Daugherty, Bobby Epperson, Sr., Bobby Epperson, Jr., Jean Faggard,
Noah Faggard, Louise Fox, Diana Grant, Olen Gunn, Carol Hannibal,
Tommy Harbour, Pat Harrison, Wayne Howard, Mary Huff, Linda
Jennings, Lillian Jepko, Hazel Jones, Wendell Kennedy, Linwood
Lewis, Eunice McAleer, Abbie Myers, Tiffany Newburn, Bonnie Rams-
bottom, Curtis “Rip” Riley, Sr., Bill Rodgers, Gracie Rowe, Vanessa
Smith, Mona Stephens, Marie Tisdale,
Walker, Virginia Walker, Daryl Wallace, Jennifer

Wilson, Hazel Yarbarough

Shut-ins:
At Home: Helen Eslava, Mary Huff

Veteran’s Home in Bay Minette: Bill Rodgers

Westminster Village: Dan Mason

Continue to pray for all of our

JUNE STATISTICS

ATTENDANCE
WORSHIP 210
SUNDAY SCHOOL 109

GIVING
2011 MONTHLY REQUIREMENTS:

$ 32,675
RECEIVED IN JUNE:

General Budget $ 28,857.05
Season of Growth $ 6,170.00
Rent $ 650.00
Celebrate Recovery $  50.00
Choir Scholarship $ 255.00
Conf. Mission Offering $ 300.00
VBS Offering $  269.90
Helping Hands $ 19.00

PLEASE NOTE: Reimbursements and pass
through funds are not shown.

A word of thanks...

| want to thank everyone for the
prayers and thoughts during my

husbando6s illné

We appreciate all of the food th
was prepared for my family.
| love you all,
Imogene Pickett

T
JULY @
Linda Vaughn and family on th eBIRTHDAYS u
A1 07/01  Willie May, Sr.
07/02  Thomas Cook
Emily Strickland
07/03  Alexander Everett
! 07/05 Beth Rodgers
& Crystal Couch & family, Randy |o7/06  Matthew Rodgers
07/07 Mary Parnell
07/08 Pat Simison
Ronnie Outlaw
Kyle Douville
07/10 Melissa Wendt
07/11 Reagan Strickland
07/13 Eldon Burr
Joseph Toomey, Rebecca 07/14  Carolyn Wright
07/15  Julie Epperson
0719 Jackie Brown
07/20 Tammy Salter
07/21 Dot Salter
07/23 Radley Rawls
07/24 Bobbie Pope
Alice Willis
Jordan Stephens
. - 07/25 Nicholas Knott
men and women in the military. Buddy Lindley
Aiden White
Addresses for your book: [07/27  Cassidy McDonald
07/28 Doris Harveston
Don & Amy Woolley 07/30 T_heres_e Brown
3378 Hardwood Drive Tiphani Clearman
Saraland, AL 36571 Sara Gruber
07/31 Sue Bray
Rob & Crystal Couch Best wishes to each of you!
- JEV72N
105 O.Id Prestwick Ct. '(:’;_7’/>\ Is your birthday missing from the
Prattville, AL 36066 \\\&% list? If so, please call the church
~ office so we can update our records.

from the United

|

! The UMW Grace Circle will be collecting school supplies

: this summer for the children that live at the Sybil H. Smith

I Family Village in Mobile. The Sybil Smith transitional

I housing program helps homeless families establish and

1 maintain self-sufficiency. The program combines transi-

! tional housing for homeless women and their children for up

: to 24 months with on-site support services as well as refer-

j rals to other community agencies and institutions. We will be collecting
‘1school supplies for the children, such as pencils, backpacks (not roll-
IFing), crayons, folders, glue, composition books, tissue, spiral notebooks,

Ietc. We will collect supplies in a box in the church entrance hall until

Mmgstldind passing. q
AlUMW MEETINGS THIS MONTH: I\ ;
: Evelyn Joy Circle - Thursday, July 7 @ 10 a.m.
; Hope Circle - Monday, July 18 @ 6:30 a.m. \

1 The Grace Circle will not meet during July.

Me:( h o
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Full Time Children’s Ministry

Beginning August 1, Betty Moye will no longer be working
as the Office Manager at Saraland UMC. Betty will, in-
stead, be working in full-time children’s ministry at Sara-
land UMC. She will continue as the Director of Children’s
Ministries and will add the duties of Director of the Early
Learning Center. This is an exciting opportunity for Betty!
She is looking forward to focusing more attention toward

the children of our church and community.

Dear Saraland Church Family,

We want to thank you for the incredible saftlyou gave us on our

Position Available

Saraland UMC is currently accepting applica-
tions for Office Manager. The successful ap-
plicant will be responsible for general clerical
duties as will as bookkeeping and financial
management duties. Clerical duties include
but are not limited to: publishing the weekly
bulletin and monthly newsletters; maintaining
membership records, the church database and
the church calendar; oversight of the volunteer
receptionists; assisting the pastor and staff as
needed; and more. Financial management

last Sunday. The food, as usual, was amazing and plentiful, the deggfies include preparing quarterly giving
rations were beautiful, and the love you demonstrated to Us wWas SQ¢,tements: processing check requests, in-

heartfelt and moving. We especially thank you for the kind words 8%ices and bills:
pressed at the microphone, in person, as well as in the many cards we ’
received. Thanks so much for the gifts you gavethesphoto of the p

reconciling bank accounts;
reparing reports including filing federal and

church signed by everyone, the Bibles for the kids, the frames withState tax forms; processing payroll and more.
poems, gift cards, and the financial gifts are so appreciated. We lodibis will be a 34-36 hour per week job. For a
forward to keeping up with you via Facebook and the grapevine argpmplete job description, please visit our
look forward to seeing and hearing the great things God is doing athurch website (saralandumc.org) or contact
Saraland UMC. Finally, we want to thank you for the prayer of comthe church office. Resumes can be mailed to

missioning you had for us in each service. It feels good to be sent e church (P. O. Box 415, Saraland 36571) or
you into the next great adventure God has for us, please continue fgnailed to Don Woolley at donwool-

pray for us. We love you.

Rob, Crystal, David, Ethan, and Ella Couch

ley09(@gmail.com with a cc to Rodney
Waltman at chfcarmac@aol.com.

Guatemala continued..,

"together

(Continued from pagg

ships; shared hugs, smiles and encouragement; worshiped
(awesomel!l ) ; |
listened some more; listened to their school band and
watched as they practiced and sometimes, we were just com-

| pletely amazed.

Which of those seem most important to you? And if you were
one of 400 children in a very different place away from home,
how would that change your answer? What would you do dif-
ferently? There is so much to share with you, bit | will let the

team put it into their own words at a Wednesday night dinner

| soon.

(Continued from pagg

mother was thrilled as were the girls and, | must say, it was
so cute! The guys did several jobs, including unstopping the
sewer lines on the first day. Also, many small jobs were
done, including cutting of several dozen picture frames.

The greatest joy of all, however, was playing with the kids:
combing hair, putting many bows and ribbons in ponytails
and playing UNO & BINGO.

What a blessing we received from being in this special
place, with these precious children, worshipping with them
and just hanging out.
until next year! Join us!!

| will close with this account, which happened on Saturday
before we left on Sunday. One of the guys | talked to was 18
years old and had lived there at the orphanage for over 10
years. We took a break when we managed to land all three
Frisbees on the roof. Out of the blue he said, "l like America;
they help people." | asked him why he felt that way and he
answered, "It was America who came to the aid of those in
Haiti after the earthquake, in Japan after the tsunami and
other places," he said. "America does a lot for other people"."
Frankly, | was shocked; he was both in-
formed and objective, it seemed to me. |
agreed with him and added, "that's true,
but we can certainly do more". We stared
ihto e&kiPothefs'teyes forth mofdht; wa N 48
were on the same page. \




